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GUIDANCE TO CANDIDATES

Time
You have six hours to complete the assignment.

Resources
 • This paper contains an assignment brief, consisting of:
	 	 ○	 an	email	from	JMG	Developments	Ltd
	 	 ○	 summary	of	the	background	information
	 	 ○	 site	location	plans
 • You can use class notes that are approved by your tutor.  
 • You cannot access the Internet.
 • You can use ICT software.

Supervision
 • You will be supervised throughout.
 • You must save your work securely.
 • You cannot access your work when not supervised.

Collaboration
This is an individual task.

Feedback
You cannot be given feedback on the work you produce.

Marking
Your work will be marked by WJEC examiners. Your work for this assignment will be marked against 
the following assessment criteria:

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Assessment Criteria 
Performance Bands

Level 1 Level 2

AC1.1 Outline protection given to 
designated areas Pass Pass

AC1.2 Describe the planning process for 
construction projects Pass Pass, Merit

AC1.3 Explain planning consent 
considerations for construction projects Pass Pass, Merit, Distinction

AC2.2 Describe how utilities are 
distributed to the built environment Pass Pass

AC2.3 Explain how infrastructure affects 
design Pass Pass, Merit, Distinction

AC3.1 Use language appropriate to 
purpose and audience Pass Pass, Merit 

AC3.2 Structure reports Pass Pass, Merit, Distinction
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CANDIDATE ASSIGNMENT BRIEF

EMAIL

From:	J.	Griffiths.	JMG	Developments	Ltd
To:	R.	Harwood,	GHA	Architects	and	Planners
Subject: Proposed Residential Development at Gillsbury

Further to our recent telephone conversation, I would confirm our instructions for you to carry out a 
preliminary feasibility study and report on our proposals for the residential development of land to the 
east	of	the	village	of	Gillsbury.

We have secured an option to purchase the site and consider the asking price for the adjacent parcel 
of land to be reasonable.

In particular, we would welcome your advice on the following: 

  • The planning status of the site and any protections that may apply.

  • The process for gaining planning permission and the details we will need to provide.

  • Other planning issues we need to be aware of.

  • Any implications the local infrastructure may have on our plans.

  • Any implications arising from the availability and distribution of utilities.

I attach a copy of our site plan and summary of the background information about the development 
provided by the vendor’s agents. 

Should you have any queries regarding the attached documents then please get in touch. Otherwise 
I look forward to reviewing your preliminary report in the near future.

Regards
John Griffiths
Director,	JMG	Developments	Ltd

Task

Prepare	a	feasibility	study	and	report	on	the	proposals	for	the	Residential	Development	at	Gillsbury.	
You should ensure you address all of the issues raised in the above email.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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GILLSBURY VILLAGE

PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT: BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Site

The	green	field	site,	classified	as	agricultural	land	(Grade	3	–	good	to	moderate	quality)	is	to	the	east	
of	the	village	of	Gillsbury.	The	site	has	hedgerow	boundaries	to	public	highways	to	the	north	and	
east, borders existing residential development to the west and is separated by a further hedgerow 
from similar quality land, to the south which is available for purchase. The site is currently used for 
grazing cattle.

The site is level and should accommodate a development of approximately 350 units, with the 
potential for a further 150 units on the adjacent land. The Local Planning Authority will require any 
development on this site to include approximately 35% affordable housing.

The main site includes a pond that has been identified as the habitat for a small population of great 
crested newts. No other ecological issues have been identified.

Existing Buildings

The collection of slate and stone agricultural buildings opposite the north-eastern corner of the site 
are grade II listed. There are no records of any buildings having been constructed on the site. Apart 
from the church and row of adjacent cottages the buildings in the village date from the 1950’s and are 
typical of the era. In the 1990s the village was expanded with the addition of two residential estates, 
each of approximately 500 units, mainly 3 and 4 bedroom houses.

Proposed new development

Up to 500 new homes. With a range and choice of house types and sizes, from 1 bedroom terrace 
starter homes through to large 4 bedroom detached housing; together with a network of open 
spaces including areas for informal recreation; new roads, parking areas, accesses and paths and a 
comprehensive landscaping scheme.

The surrounding area

Gillsbury	village	has	2	small	shops,	a	pub,	a	church,	playing	fields	and	a	primary	school.	There	are	
few employment prospects in the immediate area, no dental surgery and no pharmacy. The village 
primary school and the two secondary schools, in a neighbouring town, providing for the village 
catchment area are full.

The village currently has a population of just over 3000 and is mainly a dormitory settlement for 
workers	 in	 the	county	town	and	beyond.	Gillsbury	 is	surrounded	by	agricultural	 land	separating	 it	
from three towns, which lie between the village and any major road network.

The site is not included for development in the adopted Local Development Plan (LDP), although 
this plan is out of date and does not provide for revised targets for the provision of new homes. 
Consultations regarding a new LDP, which does include the site, are ongoing.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Transport

South	Road	is	a	classified	B	road,	connecting	Gillsbury	to	the	adjacent	towns	and	thereafter	to	the	
primary road network. Car journeys to work and school runs create congestion in the surrounding 
areas at peak hours, with bottlenecks in each of the adjacent towns. South Road is on a bus route 
with regular services to the adjacent towns.

Gillsbury	Lane	and	Old	Farm	Lane	are	unclassified	highways.	Old	Farm	Lane	is	narrow	and	has	no	
public footpaths.

Utilities

Suitable water, electricity and gas services are available in South Road. Adopted sewers are available 
in	Gillsbury	Lane	and	South	Road,	both	with	some	spare	capacity,	although	the	local	treatment	plant	
will require some upgrading to cope with the predicted increase in sewage.

A separate storm water drainage system will be required. This will need to be designed to maintain 
run-off and discharge rates to existing levels. The site is not in a flood zone, but there have been 
instances of local flooding towards the north-eastern corner of the site, probably due to the lack of 
suitable drainage ditches.

The	site	lies	within	a	4G	zone	and	fibre	optic	broadband	is	available	in	South	Road.
 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Site plan
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Proposed Residential Development at
Gillsbury Village.

Site Plan 01

Gillsbury Lane

Pond

Possible extension to site, approx 7 Ha

Main Site, approx 13 Ha
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CENTRE INFORMATION

WJEC Approach to Assessment

The WJEC Level 1 / Level 2 Award in Designing the Built Environment has adopted the principles 
of controlled assessment as set out in the Joint Council for Qualifications document ‘Instructions 
for conducting controlled assessment’. This document can be accessed through the JCQ website 
(www.jcq.org.uk).

Unit 1: Planning potential of construction projects is assessed according to the following principles:

 • All units are assessed through summative controlled assessment. Details of controls for this 
unit are provided in this assessment brief.

 • All assessment criteria must be met under controlled conditions, as specified in this assessment 
brief, for the unit learning outcomes to be achieved.  

 • Performance bands for Level 2 Merit and Level 2 Distinction can only apply once a candidate 
has achieved all assessment criteria at the level of qualification to be awarded. Evidence must 
clearly show how the candidate has met the standard for the higher grades. 

 
There are three stages of assessment that will be controlled:

 • Task setting
 • Task taking
 • Task marking

Task setting

This assignment has been produced by WJEC. The assignment cannot be changed. This assignment 
follows the approach required for externally assessed units:

 • Each unit is assessed through one assignment.

 • Each assignment has a brief that sets out an applied purpose. An applied purpose is a reason 
for completing the tasks that would benefit a business or society. Further details are in Section 
1.2 of the specification.

 • The assignment brief can specify a number of tasks but tasks must be coherent, i.e. show how 
the assessment requirements all contribute to the achievement of the applied purpose of the 
assignment. 

 • The assignment will assess the three learning outcomes. It will indicate which assessment 
criteria are targeted.

Task taking

There are five areas of task taking that are controlled: time, resources, supervision, collaboration 
and resit.

Time

There are six hours available for assessment of this unit. Centres must log the supervised sessions 
on the attached form.
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Resources

 • Candidates may use any notes they have produced as part of the learning process. This must 
not include any scenarios similar to the one used in this assignment.

 • Candidates can use ICT software.
 • Candidates cannot have access to text books.
 • Candidates cannot access the Internet.

Supervision

Candidates must be supervised whilst completing all tasks. Centres must have in place systems 
to ensure candidates cannot access evidence they have been developing outside of supervised 
activities.

Supervision is in place to ensure the authenticity of evidence produced for summative assessment. 
Supervisors are not expected to provide input or guidance to candidates during the controlled 
assessment time. This includes providing formative feedback on the evidence being produced, 
guidance on the requirements of the task or how performance bands can be interpreted.

Candidates can review and redraft evidence independently within the time allowed for the assessment.

Collaboration

Group	work	is	not	allowed	when	producing	evidence	for	this	assignment.		

Resit

Candidates may resit externally assessed units. Available in May of each year; candidates are 
allowed one resit opportunity.

Task marking

WJEC will mark all evidence produced by candidates.

Candidates must complete a cover sheet (on page 1 of this document). Attach this cover sheet to the 
front of the candidate’s work.

Centres must also complete a Time Sheet and Candidate Declaration form (page 9 of this 
document) for each candidate. An electronic version is available to download from the WJEC website  
(www.wjec.co.uk).

Notes on completion of the Time Sheet and Candidate Declaration form

 • Please log the dates and times that work took place. No work must have taken place outside 
the hours listed on this form. The total time allowed must not exceed six hours.

 • The form must be completed and securely attached to the candidate’s work, and sent to the 
awarding body.

 • The form can be completed electronically or manually. Electronic signatures will be accepted.
 • If 10 sessions are exceeded please continue on another sheet.
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Candidate name Candidate number

Centre name Centre number

WJEC LEVEL 1 / LEVEL 2 AWARD IN DESIGNING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
TIME SHEET and CANDIDATE DECLARATION
UNIT 1: Planning Potential of Construction Projects

The total time allowed must not exceed six hours. The timed, supervised hours took place as 
follows:

Date Hours Minutes

example 14 05 2018 1 15

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

Session 4

Session 5

Session 6

Session 7

Session 8

Session 9

  Session 10

Total

Supervisor Name:

I confirm that all candidates entered were informed of the above dates, and that no work took 
place outside the hours listed.

Signature: Date:

Candidate Declaration

I confirm that the evidence submitted for assessment has been produced by me without any 
assistance beyond that allowed.

Signature: Date:
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